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                     M.A. Philosophy  ( Semster System Syllabus ) 
                For SOS and Colleges Effective from Session 2011-12. 
There shall be four semesters ,each semester  shall consist four papers Each paper shall carry 100 marks.(80 
theory+20 internal.) 
 

                                                       Semester -I 
Paper -I     Indian Ethics 
Unit -I.     Presuppositin of Indian, Dharma asethical code, Concepts of 
Rta,Rina and Yajna. 
Unit -II.   Law of Karma and its mporal implication ,Karma Yoga 
Unit-III.   Nishkam Karma, Swadharma and LokaSamgraha of Gita, 
Triratna of Jaina Ethics. 
Unit -IV.  Ashtanga Yoga of Patanjali and Eight fold path of Buddha. 
Unit -V.   Sadhana Chatushtaya -means of ethical life. 
 
Paper -II Indian Logic. 
Unit -I.    Nature of Indian logic,Relation of logic with 
Epistemology and Metaphysics, Concept of Purvapaksha, 
Siddhanta paksha,and Anvikshiki. 
Unit-II.   Definition and constituents of Anumana--Nyaya ,Buddhist 
and Advaitic perspective. 
Unit-III.  Types of Anumana- Nyaya ,Buddhist and Advaitic perspective. 
Unit- IV.  Vyapti,Paksha and Paramarsha,Jaina theory of Anumana. 
Unit-V.    Hetvabhasas. 
 
Paper-III.Indian Epistemology. 
Unit I.    Definition and nature of Cognition, Prama and Aprama, 
Nature of Indriyas. 
Unit-II    Origin and ascertainment of validity,Swatah and Paratah pramanya. 
Unit-III.  Debate about validity and invalidity of dream and 
memory  cognitions, meaning of khyativada, Sadkhyati 
and asadkhyati. 
Unit-IV.  Akhyativada, Anyatha khyativada, Atma khyativada, 
Anirvachaniyakhyativada Sadasadkhyativada,Viparitakhyativada. 
Unit-V.  Breif study of Pratyaksha,Shabda,Arthapatti and 
Anupalabdhi  pramanas. 
 
Paper-IV. Indian Metaphysics. 
Unit-i.    Nature of metaphysics, Concept of Reality, Appearance 
and Relation. 
Unit-ii.   Monism, Dualism, Advaitism--debates regarding Reality. 
Unit-iii.  Theories of cause and effect,Parinamavada , vivartavada, 
Maya in different schools of Vedanta. 
Unit-iv.  Shunyavada,Brhmavada,Theism ,Naterialism. 
Unit-v.   Cosmology--Advata, Visishtadvaita and Dvaita. 
 
 



 

 
                                         Semester II 
Paper-I Western Ethics.. 
Unit-i.     Definition, nature and scope of ethics,Difference between 
Ethical and social values. 
Unit-ii.   Emotivism--A.J.Ayer. Prescriptivism--R.M.Hare. 
Unit-iii.  Utilitarianism-for and against, Neo-naturalism. 
Unit-iv.  Kantianism-for and against. 
Unit-v.   Righst, Duties, Responsibilities and Justice. 
 
Paper-II  Western Logic 
Unit-i.    Definition and nature of logic,Trtuth and validity, 
Induction and Deudction. 
Unit-ii.   Categorical proposition,Categorical syllogism, 
validity test by Vein diagram. 
Unti-iii.   Fallacies--Formal and informal.Explaination and 
Hypothesis--Scientific. 
Unit-IV.  Techniques of symbolization, Formal proof of validity--10 rules. 
Unit-v.     Rules of inference (10+9==19 rules.) 
 
Paper-III. Western Epistemology. 
Unit-I.      Knowledge and belief--their definition,nature nad relation. 
Unit-II.     Scepticism and possibilty of knowledge of Other mind. 
Unit-III.   Theories of truth--Correspondence, Coherence and Pragmatic. 
Unit-iv.    Evaluation of Rationalism , Empiricism and Criticalism. 
Unit-v.    Meaning and reference , Knowledge of knowledge, 
limits of knowledge. 
 
Paper-IV. Western Metaphysics. 
Unit-I.     Metaphysics--Definition, Scope,Possibility and Concerns. 
Unit-ii.   Appearence and Reality,Realism--for and against, Universals. 
Unit-III.  Substance--Rationalism,Empiricism and Process veiw of Reality. 
Unit-iv.   Causal theories , Space and Time. 
Unit-v.    Mind and Body--Dualism, Materialism, Self-knowledge and 
self- identity. 
 

                                       Semester-III 
Paper -I   Indian Philosophy of Language. 
Unit-I      Problem of meaning--Abhidha, Classes of words , Brief account 
of Akritivada,Vyaktivada,Apohavada,Shabda Bodha. 
Unit-II    Sphota-Patanjali and Bhartrihari, Arguments against Sphota. 
Unit-III.  Conditions of knowing sentence- meaning( Vakyartha) 
Akanksha ,Yogyata, Sannidhi,Tatparya jnana; Comprehension 
of sentenec   meaningAnvitavidhanavada , Abhihitanvayavada. 
Unit-IV.  Mimamsaka theory of Bhavana and its criticism. 
Unit--V.  Metaphysical basis of language--Shabda Brahamn of Bhartrihari. 
 
Paper II  Analytical Philosophy 
Unit I     Definition,Nature and Necessity  of Anlytical Philosopjhy. 
Unit-II   Logical Positivism and Verification Principle - A.J.Ayer 



Unit-III  Ludwing Wittgenstivin  -  Atomic facts, Elementary 
proposition, Picture theory, Use theory , Language game. 
Unit-IV thesories of meaning- relation between mesaning and truth, 
Proper names and definite description. 
Unit-V  Eliminationof metaphysics - A.J.Ayesr,  Witt and M. Schlick. 
 
Paper III  'Modern Indian Thought 
Unit- I  Characteristic features,Indian Philosophy today - 
Problems & direction. Swami Viveskanand - Universal 
Religion ,Practical, Vedanta. 
Unit-II Rabindra Nath Tagore-Man and God , 
Religion of Man. 
Mahatma Gandhi- Non-violence,Criticismof modern civilization. 
Unit-III Dr.S.Radhakrishnan- Intellect and Intution 
Synthesis of East and West. 
Sri Aurobindo- Reality as Sat-Cit-Anand ,thleory of evolution. 
Unit-IV. M.N. Roy - Criticism of communism,Radical Humanism. 
K.C.Bhattacharya-Grads of Consciousness, Interpretation of Maya. 
Unit-V.  B.R. Ambedkar- Criticism of social evil. 
Acharya Rajnish(Osho)- Concept of Education. 
 
PAPER-IV. Phenomelogy & Existentialism 
Unit-I.    Phenomenology : Meaning and methodology. 
Unit-II   Husserl Natural world thesis, Essence and essential . 
Unit-III.  Heidegger-- Being :Dasein. 
Merleau Ponty : Phenomenology perception. 
Unit-IV  Existentialism: Characteristics, common grounds and 
diversities among existentialist. 
Unit- V  Freedom : decision and choice. 
Authentic and non-authentic existen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                              SEMESTER-IV 
Paper I A. Advaita Vedanta 
Unit-I.    Theories of Adhyasa, Maya,Avidya and Vivartavada. 
Unit-II.   Concept of Brahman, Atman, Jiva, Jagat and Moksha. 
Unit-III.  Tarkapada of Sharirak Bhashya--Criticism of Samkhya 
and Vaiseshika by Shankara. 
Unit-IV. Criticism of Jainism and Buddhism by Shankara. 
Unit-V.   Criticism of Shankara by Ramanuja. 
OR 
Paper I B. Philosophy of Gandhi 
Unit-I.     Life sketch, Contemporary conditions and religions influencing 
Gandhi's thoughts , Sarvodaya. 
Unit-II.    Nature of God, Jiva, Jagat,quality of Religions(Sarvadharmasamabhava). 
Unit-III.  Satyagraha and Ahimsa--a socio-ethical interpretation. 
Unit-IV.  Varna system, Trusteeship. 



Unit-V.   Relevance of Gandhi's philosophy--with special reference to 
Peace, Globalization and Swadeshi. 
 
Paper-II A. Philosophy of Yoga. 
Unit-I.     Definitions ,need of Yoga in modern living, Concept of 
Chitta and Vrittis. 
Unit-II.   Ashtanga Yoga- Yma,Niyama, Asana Pranayam, Pratyahara, 
Dharana, Dhyana and Samadhi. 
Unit-III. Two types of Samadhi,Attainment of samadhi through 
maditating on God, 
Unit-IV. Five Kleshas and their nature,Conjunction of Drishta and 
Drishya-the  root cause of ignorance,Kaivalya -removal of Avidya. 
Unit-V.  Eight siddhis resulting from contol over chitta and thier description, 
Kaivalya only when siddhis are transcended. 
OR 
Paper-II B.Nyaya Philosophy. 
Textual study of any one of the following-- 
1.   Selection from Tattvachintamani of Gangesha. 
2.  Tarksamgrah of Annambhatta. 
3.  Tarkabhasha of Keshav Misha. 
4.    Nyayasutra bhashya of Vatsyayana. 
 
Paper III A. Applied Ethics. 
Unit - I     Nature and Scope of Applied Ethics. Teleological Approach 
to moral actions. 
Unit - II   Valukes - Value and disvalue , Value neutrality and 
culture, Specific values. 
Unit - III  Public and private morality, Applied ethics and Politics. 
Unit-IV    Professional ethics - Morals and laws of profession, 
Ethical codes of conduct for various professions and 
their professionals. 
Unit- V  Socsial justice-Philosophical perspectives and presuppositions, 
Limits of Applied Ethics. 
OR 
PAPER III (B)  ETHICS AND SOCIETY 
Unit - I    Individual and Social morality, Purushartha, Sadharana Dharma. 
Unit - II   Varna Dharma , Ashrama Dhkarma, Nishkam Karma. 
Unit - III   Kant - Thke ethics of Duty, respected for person, Bradley-Station and its dities. 
Unit - IV    Sexual morality , Abortion, Job Discrimination and Caste- base reservation -for and against. 
 
PAPER - IV  ( A )    COMPARATIVE RELIGION 
 
Unit -I      Problem and methods of study of  Religions : 
Comparative  Religion  Need and Possibility. 
Unit - II    Critical study of Myths, Rituals and Cult,Functionalism 
and Structuralism. 
Unit - III   Hinduism, Tribal Religions of India ( Specially Chattishgarh ) 
Unit - IV   Islam and Crischians . 
Unit - V    Inter-religious dialogues , Religion and secular society, 
Possibility of Universal Religious. 
 
OR 
PAPER - IV (B) 



Philosophy of Swami Vivekanand 
Unit -I Impact of Traditional Vedantaon Vivekanand,General  Introroductin of Navya Vedanta' 
Unit - II  Vedanta ofVivekanand,- Bramhan ,Maya , Jiwa , and Moksha. 
Unit -III   Dharma Darshan of Vivekanand - Nature of Religion, Resligious tolerance, Universal Religion. 
Unit-IV  Four Yogas of Vivekananda - Jnana, Bhakti , Karma , and Raja yogas. 
Unit-V   Social Philosophy of Vivekanand- Concept 
and relevence of Indian Societyk, Social Justice. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 


